[Collection of ixodoid ticks in the Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences: its unique features and significance for decoding fundumental aspects of taxonomy and those connected with natural reservoirs].
Unique features of the collection of ixodoid ticks in the Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences (St. Petersburg, Russia) are characterized. The collection is stand out against a background of other world's collections by the presence of complete geographic series from whole ranges of species, including all active stages of ontogenesis. The results of basic and applied investigations obtained owing to the characteristics of this collection are summarized briefly. The contribution to the taxonomic investigations of ixodoid ticks connected with the problem of natural foci, based on the collection, is analyzed. Urgent directions of ongoing and future studies based on the collection are considered.